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Abstract

This study aims to recognize women's work both at home and in
society through focusing on the successive representation of the women’s
image from pictures, drawings and phrases mentioned in math and
science textbooks of elementary schools in Kuwait that published by
Arab Bureau of Education for the Gulf States. The study will then
compare the women’s impression that is portrayed in the textbooks to
that of the male image. The study also concentrates on the educational
meaning that relates women's work in the realm of developing society
and how women have a great role inside and outside their houses. In
order for society to comprehend these concepts, the school’s curriculum
should balance between women's work in the family and in society.

The two researchers of this study will analyze the pictures, words
and themes that are portrayed in children textbooks and adjust the results
in the upbringing of empowering women in their effective participation
inside and beyond the range of the house. The analysis will also consider
the number of female and male participants that wrote and edited these
textbooks and how these experts impersonate the important roles of
women in the house and in society. In addition, the two researchers will
interview the educational policy makers and teachers to recognize the
progression of the current curriculums with the social, economical and
political changes that are occurring in Kuwait.

The researchers found that 91% of the authors that wrote the
science books are male and around 75% of the pictures in the books are
occupied by male presentation confirming the male domination; the
number of males in the pictures exceed the number of females by two
thirds and this big percentage belittles the female presentation. Also, in
one of the books there were in total 71 pictures of male presentation and
only one picture representing a standing little girl.



The study indicates that the mathematic books also discard
the woman’s appearance and participation in writing the books where
only 10% of the authors are female. Furthermore, forty five percent of
the pictures in the mathematic books represent the female gender.

The results of the study signify the clear male favoritism
especially in the science books where by the female image and
profession are not fairly presented to the minds of youngsters. The
female profession that is viewed in the books are minute and does not
exemplify the woman today. In addition, the current school books ignore
reality and subside with portraying women as mothers who clean the
house, wash the dishes and take care of the children or women who work
at either the Ministry of Education as teachers or at the Ministry of
Health as nurses. Thus, the female profession in the school books are
degraded compared to the male profession where there are multitude and
varied careers for the male gender. One of the study’s suggestions is t0
signify the importance of woman’s participation in the procedure of
writing, preparing, and choosing the topics that will be in the school
books.
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